
A word of introduction 
 







Prostate cancer 

• cause unknown
 

– diet  
– familial 

• incidence 



DRE
 





TRUS-Bx 
 



Photo-elicitation 
 



You have a bloody great rod jamme
ur anus . . . the insertion was b
gh but the worst part is that yo
feel it flicking around deep insi

d
a
u 
d

 
up yo
enou
ould 

you . . . probing. 

d 

c e 



Treatment [s] 
 



Like policemen in plain clothes stand out . . . it’s like here’s a brown paper 
bag ‘you can’t get it up’ that’s what this bag says to you and as you walk 
out through the waiting room there are half a dozen other men . . . 
sometimes with their partners or younger children and they all look at you 
and see you walk out with a brown paper bag and even though it is meant 
to be anonymous it is . . . definitely a sign you are in the club. 



It is no real concern. It is just the 
way it is. I am told if and when it 

does become erect it would be the 
same size as it would have been 

anyway so that doesn’t, that is not 
an issue. 





then 

now 



“Women realize that it’s not 


just a man’s disease, it’s their 


disease too”
 



The couple’s illness 
 





Thanks 

John Oliffe
 

Associate Professor 
 

john.oliffe@nursing.ubc.ca 
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