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Summary of the High Level Meeting 
HIV and Human Rights: political action to achieve ZERO stigma 

Seville. September 15, 2023 

 
TECHNICAL REPORT 

The Ministry of Health is aligned with the Sustainable Development Goal 3, in particular goal 3.3, 
which calls for an end to the epidemic of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical 
diseases as well as combating diseases such as hepatitis, waterborne diseases, and other 
communicable diseases. 

In addition, sustainable development goals 10.2 and 10.3 emphasise the importance of 
eliminating discriminatory laws, policies, and practices that impede the social, economic, and 
political inclusion of vulnerable social groups. Thus, addressing HIV stigma and discrimination 
continues to be a major issue within the European Union. 

HIV stigma and discrimination undermine the dignity and equality of people living with HIV, harm 
their human rights, reduce their ability to exercise those rights, and degrade and corrupt society 
in general. 

The Spanish government is committed to protecting and upholding human rights. Accordingly, 
the Ministry of Health has the responsibility to protect health and respect human rights through 
a joint and articulated collaboration between the administration, health professionals, social 
actors, civil society, and people living with HIV. 

 

The elimination of stigma and discrimination associated with 

HIV is a political priority of the Spanish Presidency of the 

Council of the European Union that was reflected in the High 

Level Meeting (RAN) “HIV and human rights. Political action to 

achieve ZERO stigma“, held at the Real Alcázar of Seville on 

September 15, 2023. (Annex I).  

 

https://www.sanidad.gob.es/ciudadanos/enfLesiones/enfTransmisibles/sida/VIHyDerechosHumanos/home.htm
https://www.sanidad.gob.es/ciudadanos/enfLesiones/enfTransmisibles/sida/VIHyDerechosHumanos/home.htm
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There was a strong emphasis on European Union countries' political commitment to develop 
policies and combat HIV stigma and discrimination. In this regard, Spain has played a critical role 
since 2018 through the “Social Pact for Non-Discrimination and Equal Treatment associated with 
HIV”. This initiative has actively attempted to promote equal treatment and social acceptance, 
and to reduce HIV stigma and discrimination.  
 
 

 
 
International and European organisations, including UNAIDS, WHO, and the ECDC, called for the 
monitoring of HIV stigma and discrimination to be integrated into their programmes and 
indicators. Efforts to eliminate HIV must also emphasise the importance of assessing progress 
towards reducing HIV stigma and discrimination. 
 
These organisations stressed that eliminating HIV requires addressing stigma, and it is impossible 
to do so without promoting social changes that facilitate the integration and acceptance of 
people with HIV. 
 
Other organisations, such as EACS, GESIDA, SEISIDA or GAT, noted the importance of addressing 
HIV stigma and discrimination in healthcare settings. Creating a safe and accepting environment 
for people with HIV is the first step toward achieving the HIV elimination goals proposed for 
2030, and making it easier for them to receive quality care that meets their needs. 
 

These efforts and commitments resulted in 
Spain being accepted into the UNAIDS 
Global Partnership of action to eliminate all 
forms of stigma and discrimination 
associated with HIV. Spain became the 
second European Union country to join the 
alliance after Luxembourg. 

This event addressed various strategies and 
agreements to eliminate stigma and 
discrimination associated with HIV in 
different social, political, and institutional 
settings. 

https://www.sanidad.gob.es/ciudadanos/enfLesiones/enfTransmisibles/sida/doc/pactoSocial_27Feb19.pdf
https://www.sanidad.gob.es/ciudadanos/enfLesiones/enfTransmisibles/sida/doc/pactoSocial_27Feb19.pdf
https://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/global-partnership-hiv-stigma-discrimination_es.pdf
https://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/global-partnership-hiv-stigma-discrimination_es.pdf
https://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/global-partnership-hiv-stigma-discrimination_es.pdf
https://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/global-partnership-hiv-stigma-discrimination_es.pdf
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At the high-level meeting it was also stressed the importance of addressing HIV stigma and 
discrimination from civil society, since local leaders and third-sector organisations have been 
pioneers in responding to the various challenges arising since HIV was discovered. 

In this regard, Spain has also been a pioneer in the development of local responses, as recognised 
in 2022 by the Seville Declaration and the implications associated with their critical role in HIV 
response. Currently, Spain has the largest number of local entities (a total of 173) adhering to 
the "Fast-Track cities" initiative. 

The key points and results of the high-level meeting were reflected in the technical document 
“Stigma and discrimination associated with HIV: the challenge”, prepared jointly by the Ministry 
of Health with the ECDC, WHO/Euro, UNAIDS and SEISIDA, and reviewed by over 20 leading 
national and international institutions. 

This document provides a roadmap for the different countries of the European Union to combat 
HIV stigma and discrimination in various dimensions, including legal reforms, access to health 
care for the most vulnerable populations, addressing public service discrimination, promoting 
educational initiatives, or coordinating between political authorities and communities. 

The action points of this document will be presented on December 1, World AIDS Day, at the 
European Parliament in Brussels. 

 
 
 
 
November 27, 2023 
Division for Control of HIV, Sexually Transmitted Diseases, Viral Hepatitis, and Tuberculosis 
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https://www.sanidad.gob.es/ciudadanos/enfLesiones/enfTransmisibles/sida/FASTRACK/Fast-track.htm
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Annex I 
Programme 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


