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The emergence of Ciguatera Poisoning (CP) in European North Atlantic coastal areas has
been an issue of concern for the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) . As a result of this,
a Framework Partnership Agreement (FPA), involving several EU Institutions, has been
established, in order to characterize this risk. This FPA was first established in 2016 under
the Coordination of the Spanish Food Safety Authority, the four-year initiative was extended
for an additional three years, in a second edition of the FPA, which was coordinated by the
Spanish Ministry of Health. The risk evaluation and characterization were focused on
subtropical areas of Europe, located in the Canary Islands (Spain) and Madeira Archipelago
(Portugal). The University of Vigo (UVIGO) led the activities related to the analytical
characterization of the CP risk, being responsible for several tasks, among others, method
development and optimization, development or reference materials, methodological
training and capacity building provision. The analytical methods developed in this project
allowed us to confirm that Caribbean Ciguatoxins were the responsible for the fish
contamination in the areas selected for this study. The main achievements, the most critical
challenges and the future needs on this risk characterization are going to be presented and
discussed.
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