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Social justiceSocial justice
Empowerment Empowerment –– 
material, material, 
psychosocial, politicalpsychosocial, political
Creating the Creating the 
conditions for people conditions for people 
to take control of their to take control of their 
liveslives
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Life expectancy at birth (men)Life expectancy at birth (men)
UK, Glasgow (UK, Glasgow (CaltonCalton)) 5454
IndiaIndia 6262
US, Washington D.C. (black)US, Washington D.C. (black) 6363
PhilippinesPhilippines 6464
LithuaniaLithuania 6565
PolandPoland 7171
MexicoMexico 7272
CubaCuba 7575
USUS 7575
UKUK 7777
JapanJapan 7979
US, Montgomery County US, Montgomery County 
(white)(white)

8080

UK, Glasgow (UK, Glasgow (LenzieLenzie N.)N.) 8282
Sources: WHO World Health Statistics 2007; Hanlon, Walsh & Whyte 2006; Murray et al. 2006



Mortality over 25 years according to level in Mortality over 25 years according to level in 
the occupational hierarchy: Whitehallthe occupational hierarchy: Whitehall
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Poverty and the social gradientPoverty and the social gradient

If we only target the poorest 10% we miss If we only target the poorest 10% we miss 
most of the health problemmost of the health problem



Mortality in men aged 45 Mortality in men aged 45 --74 by 74 by 
provincial income quartiles: Spainprovincial income quartiles: Spain

Source: Regidor et al AJPH, 2006.
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The widening trend in mortality by education in The widening trend in mortality by education in 
Russia, 1989Russia, 1989--20012001
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Economic costs of health inequalities: Economic costs of health inequalities: 
EuropeEurope

As As ‘‘capital goodcapital good’’ (leading to less (leading to less labourlabour 
productivity) productivity) -- about 1.4% of GDP or about 1.4% of GDP or €€141 141 
billion per annum.billion per annum.
As As ‘‘consumption goodconsumption good’’ -- about about €€1,000 1,000 
billion, or 9.5% of GDP per annum. billion, or 9.5% of GDP per annum. 

Mackenbach, Meerding & Kunst 2007
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Every sector is a health sectorEvery sector is a health sector
–– Health and well being as outcomesHealth and well being as outcomes

EmpowermentEmpowerment
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Debt service and development assistance,Debt service and development assistance, 
by region, 2000 by region, 2000 -- 20052005
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Graph generated by Ted Schrecker, 2008



EducationEducation
•Kenya abolition of school fees for primary 
education 2003;
•Needs -

•School infrastructure, teachers;
•Capacity building;
•Budget allocation

Kenya’s last two budgets allocated US$ 350 million more 
to debt relief than education



Translating the CSDH recommendations Translating the CSDH recommendations 
into different country/regional contextsinto different country/regional contexts



“…And we will learn from other countries along the way…”

Gordon Brown, Prime Minister, UKGordon Brown, Prime Minister, UK
at Closing the Gap Conference, 6th Nov 2008at Closing the Gap Conference, 6th Nov 2008

“I am pleased to announce that Sir Michael Marmot
has agreed to undertake a new review of health 
inequalities in England…”



The causes and the causes of the The causes and the causes of the 
causescauses

Social inequalities and health Social inequalities and health 
inequalitiesinequalities



Strategic Review of Health Inequalities in 
England – ‘Marmot Review’

Evidence relevant to future policy and Evidence relevant to future policy and 
actionsactions
Objectives and measures Objectives and measures 
Showing how evidence can be turned into Showing how evidence can be turned into 
practicepractice
Final Report Final Report -- contribute to the contribute to the 
development of a postdevelopment of a post--2010 health 2010 health 
inequalities strategyinequalities strategy



Strategic Review of Health Inequalities 
in England – Marmot Review

Task groups:Task groups:
–– early child development and education,early child development and education,
–– employment arrangements and work conditions, employment arrangements and work conditions, 
–– social protection, social protection, 
–– built environment, built environment, 
–– sustainable development, sustainable development, 
–– social exclusion and social mobility, social exclusion and social mobility, 
–– priority public health conditions, priority public health conditions, 
–– economic analysis, economic analysis, 
–– delivery systemsdelivery systems
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Early child development and educationEarly child development and education

Early life Early life –– survival and developmentsurvival and development
Physical, language/cognitive and Physical, language/cognitive and 
social/emotional developmentsocial/emotional development



Inequality in Early Cognitive Development of British Inequality in Early Cognitive Development of British 
Children in the 1970 Cohort, 22 months to 10 yearsChildren in the 1970 Cohort, 22 months to 10 years
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Healthy PlacesHealthy Places

Sustainable development and built Sustainable development and built 
environmentenvironment
Energy efficiencyEnergy efficiency
Empowering communitiesEmpowering communities



SEWA Case Study: The SEWA Case Study: The ParivartanParivartan 
Programme Programme -- AimsAims

Improve the basic physical infrastructure 
within the slums and in the homes;

Community development;

City-level organisation for environmental 
upgrading of the slums

SEWA Case Study 2008



MELADI NAGARMELADI NAGAR
Before After

Slide courtesy of Gujarat Mahila Housing SEWA Trust



Fast food chains more common in Fast food chains more common in 
deprived areas: England and Scotlanddeprived areas: England and Scotland
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During current recession During current recession -- Not all Not all 
business is declining business is declining ……

McDonald's UK:  4,000 new jobsMcDonald's UK:  4,000 new jobs

extra two million customers a extra two million customers a 
month compared to last year (Aug month compared to last year (Aug 
2008) 2008) 

McDonalds Europe: 240 new McDonalds Europe: 240 new 
restaurants mostly in Spain, restaurants mostly in Spain, 
France, Italy, Russia and PolandFrance, Italy, Russia and Poland

‘‘consumers, particularly in consumers, particularly in 
Germany and Spain, favouring the Germany and Spain, favouring the 
cheapest menu itemscheapest menu items’’ (Jan 09)(Jan 09)
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Employment policy is health policyEmployment policy is health policy



Good work Good work 

Financial securityFinancial security
Social protectionSocial protection
Paid holidayPaid holiday
Social statusSocial status
Personal developmentPersonal development
Social relationsSocial relations
Self esteemSelf esteem
Protection from physical and psychosocial Protection from physical and psychosocial 
hazardshazards



Unemployment rates in Europe, 
February 2009, seasonally adjusted

Source: Eurostat April 2009
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Mortality* of men aged 16-64 by social class and 
employment status at the 1981 census

1981 LS Cohort.  *England & Wales: mortality 1981-92

* adjusted for age and salary
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Prevalence of poor mental health in manual Prevalence of poor mental health in manual 
workers by type of contract: Spainworkers by type of contract: Spain
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The The IsoIso--strain concept of stress at workstrain concept of stress at work

Socially isolated Socially isolated 
–– (no supportive co(no supportive co--workers or supervisors)workers or supervisors)
High strain High strain 
–– (High demands and low control)(High demands and low control)



Prevalence of childrenPrevalence of children’’s mental s mental 
disorders by family characteristics: GB disorders by family characteristics: GB 
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Unemployment benefits replace on average 40% of 
previous earnings – but there is huge variation 

within OECD

Source: OECD 2007 SOCIETY AT A GLANCE

Average of net replacement rates over a period of 60 months of unemployment in 2004,
for four family types and two earnings levels in percentage – data are for 2004

Spain



Building social protection for the elderlyBuilding social protection for the elderly
–– materialmaterial
–– psychosocialpsychosocial



Minimum income for healthy living Minimum income for healthy living –– Morris et al.Morris et al.
–– DietDiet
–– Physical activity/body and mindPhysical activity/body and mind
–– Psychosocial relations/social connections/activePsychosocial relations/social connections/active 

mindsminds
–– Getting aboutGetting about
–– Medical careMedical care
–– HygieneHygiene
–– HousingHousing



Moving forward Moving forward –– Global movementGlobal movement

Global Meeting London Global Meeting London ‘‘Closing the GapClosing the Gap’’ 2008 2008 
Country initiatives: England, Brazil, Chile, Country initiatives: England, Brazil, Chile, 
Argentina, Thailand, Nordic Argentina, Thailand, Nordic ……
Regional Meetings: Euro, Sri Lanka, Cairo, Regional Meetings: Euro, Sri Lanka, Cairo, 
PAHO, Addis Ababa, Asian ParliamentariansPAHO, Addis Ababa, Asian Parliamentarians
WHO resolutionWHO resolution
ECOSOC Agenda ECOSOC Agenda -- Core Development GoalCore Development Goal
Proposed Global Report on SDH and equity Proposed Global Report on SDH and equity 
South American CommissionSouth American Commission



EU? Bring the directorates togetherEU? Bring the directorates together

Health equity as an outcome of good social Health equity as an outcome of good social 
policypolicy











www.who.int/social_determinants/en

A  world 
where social 

justice is 
taken 

seriously

Closing the Gap in a Generation
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